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Greetings all!  Itôs Feb-

ruary and you know 

what that 

means...snow, ice, rain, 

and general yucky weather, not to mention 

the cold air that comes along with the 

month.  Did I get you?  

 I would bet that when most of us 

think of February, we think of Groundhogôs 

Day (a day of prediction for winter weather 

by a rodent), Valentineôs Day (ahh, the day 

of love), and of course but certainly not 

least, Presidentôs Day (when we celebrate 

some of the greatest presidents this country 

has ever had).  But this year, we also need to 

begin thinking about Lent and Easter.   

 Ok, so maybe I am the only one 

thinking this early about Lent and Easter, 

but the 22nd of February is Ash Wednesday 

and Ash Wednesday ushers in the season of 

Lent...so yup I am thinking about it and how 

we are going to celebrate the day and the 

season this year. 

 So I have thought a little bit about 

what the season means to me.  As I ponder 

what Lent is all about and why we celebrate 

it, I am also wondering how many of us 

really think about the meaning of Lent or 

what it means for us as Christians.  

 I guess another part of this for me 

is that I am also teaching Confirmation this 

year and talking through some of our more 

difficult questions as Christians with one of 

our younger folks has really opened my eyes 

to some things that maybe I had not consid-

ered before.  Like...why is it that we really 

celebrate Lent and why do we give things 

up?  What is it about Lent that we need to 

remember each year?  What ultimately is the 

result of our celebration? 

 The obvious answer to a few of 

these questions is the Life, Death, and Res-

urrection of Christ.  While that is the pri-

mary reason for the season, we also need to 

spend some time 

contemplating the 

reason for the 40 

days and what other 

pieces we study 

during this time. 

 During the 

first few weeks of 

February, we will 

talk about the early 

ministry of Christ, 

like in Mark 1:21-28 where Christ teaches in 

the synagogue in Capernaum, his first mira-

cles, like that found in Mark 1:29-39, and so 

forth. 

 The final part, at least for this con-

versation, is that we need to remember that 

Christ spent 40 days in the wilderness fast-

ing and praying before he began all of his 

teaching and miracles.  He spent time being 

tempted to give in to his human nature and 

desires.  Yet, in the end, he did not give in 

to his desires, his wants, but rather, stood 

fast in the face of temptation to prove that 

he is not only the Son of Man but also the 

Son of God.  The Messiah that everyone 

was waiting for.  He did all of this to prove 

to his contemporaries that he was the Mes-

siah.   

 So, part of the reason we celebrate 

Lent and give things up is because Christ 

gave up everything to go into the wilderness 

to prove his love for his Father and for us.  

He took nothing with him, did not eat, did 

not drink, but merely spent 40 days wander-

ing in the wilderness praying for others.  

 Now, we are not expected to give 

up and do just as Christ did, but what de-

sires do we have that maybe we can give up 

for 40 days just to prove our love for God?  

I know I have plenty and will try to give up 

a few this Lenté 

 

            Peace and blessings, Pastor Christian 

133 Church St. P.O. Box 177  Bowmansville, Pa. 17507   717-445-6256     

www.stpaulsuccchurch.org 
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CONGREGATION 

CORNER:   

How well do you know your 

fellow members?  Letôs see 

if we can figure out who 

Pastor Christian has 

ñinterviewedò (the answers 

are given in first person): 

Greetings! I have been a member here at St. Paulôs for 

some time now but it is not my first place of worship, in 

fact, my favorite memory of this church involves a very 

special day for me and my spouse as well as the day we 

both joined the family here at St. Paulôs.  So you can 

already guess, yes, I am married and have two children.  

Of all the hymns in the Hymnal, I love when we sing 

ñIn the Gardenò.  I spend a lot of time with this family, 

so you can guess that my own family is extremely im-

portant to me as well.  In fact, my favorite things to do 

in this life are traveling to the beach, but especially 

when we can go as a family and my saying is ñthe more 

the betterò.  My second favorite, if you can say that 

(can you really have more than one favorite, I think you 

can), activity is spending time here at St. Paulôs enjoy-

ing the atmosphere and the kinship that I feel with all of 

the members.  If I could choose to live anywhere in the 

world, it would be right here in Lancaster County...I 

know not very adventurous, but I just love the country 

and the people, there is no better place, except maybe 

the beach...but I think I already said that.  I love Patsy 

Cline as a musician.  If I were stranded, I would only 

need, my partner, my Bible, and water to get me by.  If 

I had the chance, I would like to 

meet Jesus and pick his brain on 

how he sees the changes in the 

world. 

...WHO AM I? 

 

January's answeré 

How many of you 

were able to guess that 

last monthôs congrega-

tional member was 

Brian Martin? 

 

FUN, FAST BIBLE FACTS:  

How about a little change of pace for our Fun, Fast Bi-

ble Facts segment of the Newsletter?  In the next 

few months, we will be discovering some well 

known and some not so well known facts as we 

explore the book, Nelsonôs AMAZING Bible 

Trivia: Volume I published by Thomas Nelson 

Publishing and Edited by Brad Densmore. 

 

Letôs see how many you can guess before looking at 

the answers which are located below the questions: 

 
1) In Mark 2, the disciples did something on the Sabbath 

that the Pharisees said was unlawful.  What was it? 

A. Carried water to Jesus. 

B. Built a small tabernacle. 

C. Distributed food. 

D. Plucked grain in the fields. 

E. Went to the mall. 

 

2) God performed several miracles through Elisha, which 

were recorded in 2 Kings, Chapters 4 through 6.  Of the 

following list, Five are correct, and the rest are fabrications.  

Which are the correct miracles? 

A. He made the sun stand still for three hours 

B. He felled a tree with his mantle (cloak) 

C. He raised a young boy from the dead 

D. He made poisoned stew safe 

E. He restored a womanôs foot 

F. He healed a leper 

G. He made an ax head float, not to be confused 

with a root-beer float 

H. He turned water into wine 

I. He struck an entire army blind 

J. He beat Michael Jordan in a game of ñhorseò 

 

3) Which disciple(s) accompanied Jesus to the top of the 

mountain where the transfiguration occurred? 

A. John, Philip, and Andrew 

B. Peter, James, and John 

C. Only Peter 

D. All twelve 

E. None 

 

 

So, how did you do?  Answers are belowé 

 

 

ANSWERS: 1) D,  MAR 2:23-28;   
2)  C, D, F, G,  & I, 2 KI 4:34,35,40-41; 5:1-14; & 6:5-6,18; 

3)  B, MAR 9:2;    
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Judy Enck is our member of the month for  

February. Judy has been a member here at St. Paulôs 

all of her life. She currently lives in the Stevens area 

with her husband Steve. Judy had one son and also 

has a beautiful granddaughter. Judy often volunteers 

at church to help serve the mission dinners in at Lan-

caster throughout the year. She also orders the flow-

ers at Christmas and Easter time and volunteers as 

an offering usher and greeter whenever asked. 

Thank you Judy for finding the time to help with 

the many activities and services we have at church! 

February 

Scriptures &  

Sermon Titles 
 

02/05/12 Boy Scout Sunday 

  Isaiah 40:21-31 & Mark 1:29-39 

  ñRenewing Our Strengthò 

   Bible Study Sermon 

   

02/12/12 Lancaster Association 

   Pulpit Exchange Sunday 

  Pastor David Goode to preach 

  St. Stephens UCC, New Holland 

 

02/19/12      2 Kings 2:1-12 & Mark 9:2-9 

  ñDedicatedò 

   Pulpit Sermon 

  

02/22/12  Ash Wednesday (in the Parlor) 

  2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 & 

   Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

  ñTreasures in Heavenò 

 

02/26/12      First Sunday in Lent 

  Genesis 9:8-17, 1 Peter 3:18-22, & 

   Mark 1:9-15 

  ñCovenants and Wildernessò 

   Bible Study Sermon 

Remember, to bring your bibles on Bible Study 

Sundays! 

Member of the Month 

 

Creation Festival  

This year we would like to take a group to the 2012 Creation Festival 

to be held on June 27th thru the 30th at Agape Farm in Mt. Union, Pa.  

Agape Farm is located halfway between Harrisburg and Pittsburgh 

just off the Pennsylvania Turnpike. It's a beautiful site nestled among 

Pennsylvania's spectacular Allegheny Mountain ranges. At the base of 

a three hundred foot mountain is a natural amphitheater which is used 

for the main stage area. A forest trail winds to a peak of this mountain 

which provides a magnificent view of the valley below. The camp-

ground is spread over several hundred acres of land. More than a third 

of the land is forest with the remaining acreage made up the gently 

rolling grasslands. Tickets are $98.00 per person and there will be a 

sign up sheet posted shortly on the bulletin board for anyone who 

would like to go. We need to purchase our tickets by March 8th to 

receive the discounted price. If you have any questions please see 

Pastor Christian. You can also view their web site at 

www.creationfest.com 
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Looking Ahead 

 

February 5  Scout Sunday 

February 12  Pulpit Exchange 

February 22  Ash Wednesday 

February 23  Lenten Luncheons Begin 

February 25  Beach Party 

February 26  1st Sunday in Lent 

 

March 1  Lenten Luncheons Continue 

March 4  Vision Planning 

March 14  Lenten Breakfasts Begin 

March 15-17  Pictures for New Directory 

March 18  OGHS Offering 

 

Consistory Update 
 

 

Thank You: The 

staff would like to 

thank everyone for 

their kind gifts and 

generosity that was 

given to us over the 

Christmas Holiday. It is truly a blessing to be here 

and work with you all. 
 

Bonnie, Kathleen, Dee & Pastor Christian 

 

 

Scout Sunday: This year Scout 

Sunday will be held on February 

5th during worship. We hope eve-

ryone can attend in support of the 

scouting program. 

 

 

 

Pulpit Exchange: On 

February 12th Pastor 

Christian will be partici-

pating in a pulpit ex-

change with the Lancas-

ter Association. He will 

be preaching at St. Stephen in New Holland and we 

will be having Pastor David Goode here with us that 

morning for worship. Please plan on attending to 

support this exchange. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The next consistory meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, February 9th at 7:00 PM. 

Ash Wednesday: We will 

be having an Ash Wednes-

day service on February 

22nd beginning at 6:30 PM 

with communion in the 

Parlor. We hope everyone 

can attend as we begin the 

Lenten season. 

 

Lenten Luncheons: St. Johnôs UCC 

will once again be hosting the Lenten 

Luncheons beginning on Thursday, 

February 23rd at noon. They will 

have a different speaker every week 

and also serve a light lunch. Our turn 

to serve a meal and preach is sched-

uled for March 15th. We hope you 

can try to attend these luncheons in 

support of our local churches. 

 

Beach Party: Due to a big suc-

cess last year the Vitality Com-

mittee has planned another beach 

party for February 25th beginning 

at 6:00 PM. We will be having a 

chicken and clam bake. There 

will be a sign up sheet posted 

shortly for anyone interested in 

attending. A goodwill offering will be taken to 

help offset the cost of the bakes. If you have any 

questions please see Steve Renninger. 

 

New Church Directory: We 

are working on a new church 

directory that will hopefully be 

released at the end of March. 

Lifetouch will the photogra-

phers that will be coming in to 

the church to take our pictures 

on March 15th, 16th and 17th. 

You will begin receiving infor-

mation by mail and/or phone calls on setting up 

your scheduled date and time. If you have any 

questions please see Dee or Pastor Christian. 
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Remember our Shut-Ins 
 

 

Please remember those 

members and friends in 

nursing homes and  

retirement villages in your 

prayers:  

 

Zerbe Sisters Nursing 

Home and Harvest View 

2499 Zerbe Road,  

Narvon, Pa. 17555 

Ann Zerbe Good  
 

Ephrata Manor 

99 Bethany Road, Ephrata, Pa. 17522-9525 

Kathryn Freeman 
 

Retirement Villages in Garden Spot Village 

433 South Kinzer Ave, New Holland, Pa. 17557  

Jim & Anna Ruth Waddell 

 

 

 

Pastoral Visits or Emergencies 

 
As a reminder, our Pastor is available to visit both 

in the home and at the hospital. If you would like 

a visit from Pastor Christian or are in need of any 

prayers, he can be reached at the numbers listed 

below or you can notify the church office. 

 

 Church  717-445-6256 

 Cell  484-866-5229 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church office hours are Monday, Wednesday & 

Friday 8:00 am until 1:00 pm. 

Treasurerôs Report 
 

The monthly report for   

December 2011 is as follows: 
 

Checking Account 

   

Beginning Balance $32,132.75 
 

+ Receipts                10,184.66 

-  Disbursements        8,336.03 

+ Transfers                         0 
 

Ending Balance       $33,981.38 
 

A copy of this information can also be found at the 

mailboxes in the slot marked financial reports. 

Prayer Concerns: Here is our current 

list of prayer concerns as raised by the 

members .  Please review the list and if 

there are any updates, please let Dee or 

Pastor Christian know so we can keep 

an up to date listing.   
 

Prayer Concern List as of 1/15/12: 

Allie, Ann, Anna (Jason & Kelly), Annemarie Smith, 

Beth Schmid, Beth, Bethany, Betty, Betty Lou, Bill, 

Billy, Bob Sauer, Brian & JoAnna, Buckwalter Family, 

Christine Merritt, Cindy, Debbie, Delores, Clair Jester, 

Cullen & Family, Curt Stephen, Dan Uivary, Dave 

Detrick, Dixie McFarland, Duty Family, Elaine, Eli, Ed 

Sprecher, Erma, Evelyn Willcox, Eva, Gloria Leiby & 

family, Hewitt Family, Howard Spotts, Jack & Lois 

Kirkpatrick, James Duty, Jane, Jeanette Jen, Jenna, Jess, 

Jim Butcher, Jim & Susan Gibson, Jimmy Steffanic, 

John, Justin, Karen, Katlyn, Kevin Beckly, Kirk, Larry 

Lane, Lee, Lester, Linda, Lindsee Simpson, Liz & Ray, 

Melody, Michelle, Mike Seduski, Mike Truitt, Monica 

Hursh, Naomi Martin, Nicole, Noreen, Pat, Pat, Rich & 

Mona, Rose White, Ruth, Simeon, Sara & family, Susie, 

Terry, Thelma, Tracy, Tracey, Thomas Hartung, Walter 

& Linda Summers, Yvonne Dawson, Parents of Cheryl 

Borja, Shirley, our leaders and government, our brothers 

and sisters both around the globe and the veterans, espe-

cially those who are in foreign lands fighting for our 

freedoms here at home and those who recently came 

home, families that struggle, the homeless of our com-

munity and nation.  
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Lenten Breakfasts: We 

are hoping to continue our 

Lenten Breakfasts again 

this year if we are able to 

get enough help on 

Wednesday mornings. 

Christian Education will 

be asking people if they will be available. The first 

breakfast would be March 15th. Watch your March 

newsletter and bulletins for upcoming announce-

ments and more information. If you are interested 

in helping or have any other questions please see 

Nancy Connelly.  

 

 

 

Old Enough to Serve 

In a worship-committee meeting, much debate oc-

curred about the minimum age for acolytes. ñIf 

kids canôt reach the pulpit to place the Bible, then 

they shouldnôt be allowed to carry it,ò some said. 

Others complained that young participants didnôt 

carry the cross straight enough or that their child-

ish delight seemed irreverent.  
 

The conversation seemed to overshadow the cen-

tral question: ñWho gets to serve?ò Does Godôs 

calling have limits? Shouldnôt our faithful, joyful 

hearts, not our talents or abilities, define the qual-

ity of our service?  
 

Perhaps we can learn from the child standing ea-

gerly in the back of the sanctuary, clutching a Bi-

ble to his chest and asking, ñI help God?ò I donôt 

want to be the one to tell him no. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Wyatt and Katie Kring on the 

birth of their new daughter Olive Marie who was 

born on December 26th. Both mother and baby are 

doing very well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Congratulations to Lora & Shawn Duty on the 

birth of their daughter Bethany Marie on December 

29th. Both mother and baby are doing well. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Your lovely bouncing baby girl  
Will bring you so much pleasure  

And over the years will give you  
Such memories to treasure  

 ***  

Hear all  

the latest... 

Bethany Marie Duty 

Katie & Olive Marie 

Kring 

Monthly Meeting: The next Christian Ed.  

meeting is scheduled for February 1st at 7:00  
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Womenôs Guild Notes 
 

 

Sandwich Sale: The 

Womenôs Guild will be 

having their next sandwich 

sale on February 25th. They 

are selling ham & Italian 

subs for $3.50 each. You 

can pick up your sand-

wiches between 8 & 9 AM 

in the fellowship hall. If you would like to order a 

sandwich please see Alta, Kathleen or Dee prior 

to February 21st. 
 
 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Food Bank 
 

At the last quarterly meeting in December it was 

reported that 43 clients were served and 72 food 

vouchers were issued.  

 

It was also reported the fall scout food drive col-

lected over 6000 pounds of food in November. 

Thank you to everyone who filled their food bags.  

 

Our church will be  responsible for filling the or-

ders at the food bank in Terre Hill on the follow-

ing dates; January 30th , February 1st & February 

3rd. If you would like to help with this ministry 

please see Alta Hoshour or Mary Truckermiller. 

 

The following is a list of the current foods that are 

needed: 
 

February 5 peanut butter 

February 12 juice  

February 19 noodles  

February 26 spaghetti sauce 
 

March 4  canned fruit 

 

Donations can be placed in the 

shopping cart by the side door 

entrance. Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 
 

3 Jacob Cooper 

6 Larry Klaassen 

7 Kaitlyn Sprecher 

11 Lynda Cooper  

13 Ethan Sellers 

14 Mary Truckermiller 

16 Mary Tamerius 

19 Dee Sprecher 

21 Arlene Spotts 

26  Richard Pennypacker 

 

 

   Happy Birthday!  

 

 
  

Anniversaries 
  

 

 

Grace & Bill Sprecher ï 54 years on February 1 

 

John & Lois Kirkpatrick ï 43 years on Feb. 15 

 

 

 

 Happy Anniversary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Christian and Stephanie would like to 

thank everyone for all the gracious and won-

derful gifts that we received for Christ-

mas.  You all continue to amaze and show us 

love and appreciation for which we are  

extremely grateful. 
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Scouting News 
 

Current Activities:  

 

 

There are no current activities during February 

for the Cub Scouts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

 

 

Cub Scout Promise 
 

I promise 

to DO MY BEST 

To do my DUTY to GOD 

And my Country 

To HELP other people, and 

To OBEY the LAW of the Pack 

 

Law of the Pack 
 

The Cub Scout follows Akela. 

The Cub Scout helps the pack go. 

The pack helps the Cub Scout grow. 

The Cub Scout gives goodwill. 

 

Cub Scout Motto 
 

DO YOUR BEST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

During Jesusô time in the wilderness after his bap-

tism, Satan tempted him to do three things. Which of 

the following was not one of the temptations?  

 

A. To change water into 

wine so wedding guests 

would know he was Godôs 

Son  

B. To throw himself down 

from the top of the tem-

ple, expecting angels to 

save him  

C. To turn stones into 

bread to satisfy his hunger  

D. To worship Satan in order to gain all the worldôs 

kingdoms 

Answer: A (See Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13) 

    

  Bible Quiz 

  

Meetings:  
 

 

 

 

Wolves will meet on February 6th & 13th at 7:00 PM 

at St. Paulôs. 

 

Webelos  will meet on February 6th, 13th & 27th at 

7:00 PM at St. Paulôs. 

 

 

The next pack meeting will be held Tuesday, Febru-

ary 21st at St. Paulôs beginning at 7:00 PM.  

 

The next Cub Committee Meeting will be held Mon-

day, February 6th, at St. Paulôs beginning at 7:00 PM. 

 



9 

 

Lancaster Association News 
 

The Lancaster Association publishes a 

monthly newsletter titled ñAiglatsonò. It is 

intended to keep the association 

churches and their members informed 

of all the various activities and happen-

ings within our area. If there is anyone 

who is not already receiving a copy of 

this newsletter and would like to please 

stop by the church office or see Dee 

Sprecher or Pastor Christian. 

 

Some highlights from the  

February edition: 
 

Sunday February 12th the Parish Life 

Committee has organized a Valentineôs Day 

Dinner at Hong Kong Garden in Lancaster. 

The cost is $25.00 per person and is payable 

at the door. If you are inter-

ested in attending you need to 

make reservation by February 

5 by calling Ed Dickel at St 

Andrew UCC at 717-394-

3311. 

 

The Lancaster Association Spring Meeting is 

scheduled for Saturday, April 21st. It will be 

held at Church of the Apos-

tles in Lancaster. They like to 

encourage members from 

each church to attend. Please 

consider attending to repre-

sent St. Paulôs. More detailed 

information will follow as we 

get closer to the date. If you 

have any questions please see 

Pastor Christian. 

 

The Lancaster Association does have a web 

site that you can visit for more information at 

www.LAUCC.org 

 

You can also visit them on their facebook 

page at www.facebook.com/LAUCC.org 

Penn Central Conference News 
 

The Penn Central Conference has 204 congre-

gations in Central Pennsylvania with churches 

in 19 counties. They work together to 

bring the message of Christ to per-

sons of diverse interest, backgrounds 

and viewpoints. Our congre-

gation is a part of this ex-

pansive family. Our confer-

ence also maintains connec-

tions with UCC national 

church bodies. 

  

Penn Central Conference also pub-

lishes a newsletter titled ñPCC Postò. 

If you would like to receive this 

newsletter you can visit their web site at 

www.pccucc.org to sign up. It is a good way 

to keep informed of what is going on in our 

area and it is a valuable resource of informa-

tion. 

 

The Conference does have a professional staff 

and other volunteers that can help congrega-

tions with many vital activities. They also 

have a resource center in their office available 

to the congregations that contain a wealth of 

information including books, curriculum, 

studies, hymnals and videos that can be bor-

rowed. 

 

You can also follow the conference 

on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñTo love another person is to see the face 

of Godò 

 

 

Claude-Michel Schonberg 



10 

 

Monthly Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 12  Danny Yost 

February 26  Danny Yost 

  

March 11  Danny Yost 

March 25  Danny Yost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 5  Sara Renninger 

February 12  Dee Sprecher 

February 19  Melissa Detrick 

February 26  Sara Renninger 

 

March 4  Dee Sprecher 

March 11  Melissa Detrick 

March 18  Sara Renninger 

March 25  Dee Sprecher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 5  Kieran Connelly 

February 12  Melissa Detrick 

February 19  Lynda Cooper 

February 26  Lora Duty 

 

March 4  Donna Ozga 

March 11  Stephanie Creyer 

March 18  Deb Shelly 

March 25  Carol Shupp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 5  Lora Duty 

February 12  Lynda Cooper 

February 19  Carol Shupp 

February 26  Larry Shupp 

 

March 4  Donna Ozga 

March 11  Kieran Connelly 

March 18  Lora Duty 

March 25  Lynda Cooper 


